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• An online database featuring the property tax and 
its role in state and local finance in all 50 states 
and DC 
 

• A partnership between the Lincoln Institute of 
Land Policy and the George Washington Institute 
of Public Policy  

About Significant Features of the 
Property Tax 

www.lincolninst.edu www.lincolninst.edu 
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www.lincolninst.edu/subcenters/ 
significant-features-property-tax/ 
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Topic: Property Tax Fundamentals 

1. Property Tax Rates  
    (1983-2011) 
2. Tax Limits  
    (2006-2010) 
3. Taxable Personal Property  
     (2006-2010) 
4. Real Estate Transfer Charges 
     (2006-2010) 
5. Legal Definition of Real  
     Property (2006-2010) 
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1. Tax Base by Property Type 
 
2. Value Standard and  
 Assessment Ratios  

Topic: The Property Tax 
Base 
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1. Tax Treatment of Agricultural 
 Property 
2. Incentives for Economic 
 Development 
3. Incentives for Specific Property 
 Improvements 
4. Preferential Property Tax 
 Programs 
5. Residential Property Tax Relief 
 Programs 

Topic: Property Tax Relief 
and Incentive Programs 
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State Summaries 
Data assembled for each state 
from all topics, with additional 
information on:  

– the number of taxing 
authorities in each state 

– assessment administration 
practices in each state 

– organizations and properties 
that are completely exempt 
from the property tax 
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State Summary: Data Selection 

Select one 
or more 
states 
and/or 
years 
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State Summary: Results Tables 

Link to 
detail 
tables for 
all 
categories 
and topics 
for the 
selected 
state and 
year 
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1. General Revenues by Source by 
 State 
2. Percent Distribution of General 
 Revenues, by State 
3. General Revenues Per Capita by 
 Source, by State 
4. General Revenues as Percent of 
 Personal Income, by Source, by 
 State 
5. Property Tax Revenue by State 

Topic: Census of 
Governments 

2002, 2005, 2007, 2008, 2009 



11 www.lincolninst.edu 

The Feedback Button 

●Located on all the topic query screens 

●Generates an email to the Lincoln Institute and to 
GWIPP 

●Ask a question: I can’t find a particular  program 

●Make a comment or suggestion 
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Tax Increment Financing 

Features of TIF Programs:  
• TIF is limited to designated geographic areas  
• Within the TIF district, growth in property 

taxes or other revenues may be earmarked to 
support economic development in that area 

• Usually tax increments are earmarked to fund 
infrastructure improvements 
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Approval Agencies for Creation of a TIF 
District, 2009 
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Main Menu 

1.Select a 
topic to view 
a list of 
available data 

2.Link to user 
guide with 
detailed 
instructions 

1 

2 
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Table Selection Menu 

Select from 
the list of 
tables 
available for 
each topic 



16 

1. Choose table 

2. Choose states/region 

3. Choose year 
4. Choose geographic   
    requirements 

5. Create table 
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1.Link to 
program 
details 

2.Link to 
statute and 
additional 
sources of 
program 
data 

Summary Results Table 

1 
2 
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1 

1.The 
description of 
incentive 
includes 
program 
details such 
as program 
structure and 
eligible 
revenues 

Program Detail 
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2 
3 

2.Statutory 
Reference  

3.Additional 
Source(s) 

Program Detail (continued) 
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TIF Programs in Missouri, 2010 

State Program Name 

MO 
Tax Increment Financing for 
Redevelopment Areas 
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TIF Programs in Kansas, 2010 

State Program Name 

KS Downtown Redevelopment Areas 

KS 
Tax Increment Financing Districts for 
Environmentally Contaminated Areas 

KS 
Tax Increment Financing Districts for 
Redevelopment Districts 

KS 
Tax Increment Financing Districts for 
Bioscience Development Areas 
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• Circuit breakers provide 
property tax relief based on: 
• Property tax bill 
• Household income 
 

• Holding property tax constant: 
• As income increases,  

     tax relief decreases 
 

• Holding income constant: 
• As property tax bill increases, 

tax relief increases 
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• Prevent households from being overburdened by property 
taxes 
 

• Classic example – Maine: 
• State provides rebate check to offset half of property 

tax bill above 4% of income 

Property Tax Circuit Breakers 

Income $40,000 
Property Tax Bill $2,400 (6% of Income) 

Rebate Check $400 
½ ($2,400 - $1,600) 
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States with Circuit Breakers (2008) 
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1. Choose table 

2. Choose states 

3. Choose year 

4. Choose criteria 

5. Choose benefit type 

6. Create table 
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Footnotes for details 

Legal citation and state sources 
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• Changes since 2008 
• NC established new circuit breaker in 2009 

• Combines circuit breaker with deferral 
program 

Property Tax Circuit Breakers 



 

Resources Page 
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What Policy Makers Should Know 
about Property Taxes 

• Although property taxes continue to be 
a fundamental and important revenue 
source for local government, they also 
remain exceptionally controversial.  

• This article discusses issues for which 
improved education and understanding 
is especially necessary. 
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Minnesota Taxpayers Association 
Study 

• “50-State Property Tax Comparison 
Study” 

• This paper compares effective property 
tax rates for four classes of property 
located in the largest city of each state 
and D.C., the 50 largest cities in the 
United States, and a rural area of each 
state. 
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Bell and Kirschner Study 
• “A Reconnaissance of Currently 

Available Measures of Effective 
Property Tax Rates” 

• Findings of a 50 state survey 
investigating available information on 
effective tax rates, and how those rates 
are calculated and reported. 
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State and Local Property Tax as Percent of  Personal 
Income, 2009 
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Local Property Tax as  
Share of General Revenue, 2009 
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Local Property Tax as Percent of  Personal 
Income, 2009 
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Property Tax Collections by Region,  
2002-2009 (in millions $) 

Source: Significant Features of the Property Tax 
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Frequently Asked Questions 
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Users can use two methods to compare programs across states:  
 
1.  Significant Features of the Property Tax allows users to filter 

data by key program elements: 
• Geographic Requirements (Economic Development) 
• Eligibility Criteria (Residential)  
• Type of Benefit (Residential) 

(For example, the user can create a table of residential property tax 
relief and incentive programs filtered to display all programs by 
state that include disability and age as eligibility criteria.) 

How can I compare property tax relief 
and incentive programs across states? 
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2. Users can draw on data from the detailed program descriptions 

and/or state statute to compare programs across states. This 
method was used to generate the state comparison tables in 
the appendix of the Lincoln Institute Policy Focus Report,  
Rethinking Property Tax Incentives for Business 

How can I compare property tax relief 
and incentive programs across states? 
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Users can use two methods to obtain data prior to 2006:  
1. Using the statutory references included for all programs, users 

can easily locate state statutes which frequently include the 
legislative history of the program. 

2. Wayback Machine at web.archive.org provides in on online 
archive of web pages. Users simply enter the URL for the page 
with current program information in order to search for an 
archived image of the web page from the past. 
 

Is it possible to obtain data for property 
tax relief and incentive programs for 

years prior to 2006? 
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Property tax incentive programs may not easily fall into a single 
category, therefore some programs that have economic 
development as an objective may be categorized under another 
topic. For example, incentives for development of brownfields and 
historic rehabilitation are included in the table, Incentives for 
Specific Property Improvements. 

A program appears to be missing from 
the Incentives for Economic 

Development Table. Why are some 
programs left out? 
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